
Explore Hamilton Library at UH Manoa 
Whether you have finished all the tasks for this activity or not, return to the front 

entrance of the library no later than 2:10 PM. 
 
Why visit Hamilton Library, now? 

 

Before long, you will be heading off to colleges across the United States 

or, perhaps, in other countries.  Surveys of college frosh consistently show 

that frosh students find the struggle to make good use of their college 

libraries because they feel intimidated by the sheer size number of 

resources available—It’s a problem of “GINORMOUS.”  

 

We hope that by introducing you to a university library, the kinds of 

resources available, and the process for navigating a ginormous 

collection, that you will be far better prepared to use your college library 

for academic worth than other students! 

 

 

How will this be useful to me before I head off to college? 

 

We will be showing you how to search the Hamilton Library online catalog 

to prepare a list of resources that may be useful. We hope that you will 

return to the library with your classes in order to make use of the resources 

available to you in Hamilton that cannot be accessed online or as part of 

the Mid-Pacific library print collection. 

 

We hope that this will be a good introduction to the kind of resources you 

will find and a good introduction about how to find your way around and 

navigate in a large library. 

 

 

Please remember: 

 We are guests! Observe how UH students are working in the space and 

match their sound volume and behavior. 

 You represent Mid-Pacific. Behave in a manner that leaves the best 

impression with the larger community. 
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At the end of today’s visit you should be able to: 

 Use a Library of Congress call number to locate a resource on a topic in 

the book stacks (shelves). 

 Explain the difference between an academic journal and a magazine 

and why that matters when writing your IB extended essay. 

 Use signage, maps, and other directional aids to successfully navigate 

through Hamilton Library. 

 

Things to do: 

 

Find the Information and 

Reference desk. 

 

 In library lingo, a 

“reference question” is a 

question you’d ask a librarian about 

how to find information on your 

topic.  

 You might also ask for directional 

help. Ex. “Where is the Science and 

Technology section of the library?” 

 Take a picture of the place where 

you would go in order to ask a 

“reference question.”  

 

 

Use directional signs 

and maps to locate 

the book with this call 

number:   

D 769.8A6 C57 2002 (If 

the actual book with this call number 

is missing, choose another book in 

the same area that looks like it has 

interesting information about this 

topic.)   

 What topic is the book about?  

 

 

 

o Take 3 pictures.  The book’s: 

 Title page 

 A page from the table-of-

contents (if it has one) 

 A page from the index (if it has 

one) 
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Locate the unbound 

periodicals (newspapers, 

magazines, and 

academic journals) on 

the 1st floor. 

 Compare an academic journal and 

a magazine (your faculty 

chaperone can help you with this). 

 Take one picture of the contents of 

a journal. 

 Take a second picture of the 

contents of a magazine so you 

have a visual reference for 

comparison. 

 

Locate one “volume” of 

an “academic journal” 

with the call number:  

LB 1043 .E33.  Academic 

journals are printed in a 

magazine form, but differ significantly 

from magazines like Time magazine 

or Wired magazine that might be 

delivered to your house.   

 How is the “publishing process” 

different for an academic journal 

than for a magazine? 

 How might knowing this information 

change the way you use sources to 

support your points in your IB 

extended essay? 

 Take a picture of the cover of the 

academic journal your group 

located. 

 

Locate the Catalog 

searching stations. On 

the 1st floor. 

 Most of the 

computers in the library 

require a UH user name.   

 Locate the bank of computers on 

the 1st floor where you can access 

a computer to search the UH 

catalog (which is named Voyager). 

 Open a web browser and take a 

picture of the URL so you can 

search the UH online catalog when 

you are back at school or at home. 

 

If time allows: 

 

 Take a picture of the 

vending machine where 

you can purchase a card 

to make photocopies at a 

discounted rate. 

If time allows: 

Take a picture of the 

desk where UH students 

can check out a book. 

If time allows: 

Take a picture of the 

Science & Technology 

Reference Desk. 
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